
Ernest B Dunham
AUG  21, 19 41 - NOV  30, 2024

Scan to Visit



Table of Contents

Obituary Page 3

Events Page 5

Tribute Wall Page 6

PAGE 2 OF 7



E rnest Benton Dunham, 83 , of Spring Hill, Fl passed away peacefully on

November 30, 2024 at home in the arms of his loving wife, Sheila, daughter
Lisa and "favorite son" Joe. The family was assembled together just as he wished to

thank God for the great life given to them in a husband, father, Papa and Great Papa.

MDS finally had gotten the best of his strong body.

Ernest was born August 21, 1941 in Red Boiling Spring, Tennessee. He was the son of a hard

working farmer and beautiful auburn haired mother. Life was hard but beautiful at times as he
made the best of life even as a young boy spending his days climbing Mulberry trees, planting
gardens, listening to the Grand Ole Opry on his grandfathers radio and watching expensive cars

come through town on their way to the springs. He lived with his mother, two brothers and
grandparents until his dad came and took him to live in Roley, Ky where he would get to love

more brothers and sisters and spend the rest of his school days before entering the Marine Corp.

He spent his time in Roley making friends, enjoying PE and running. At 17 years old he gave his
life to Jesus Christ and was baptized. He decided that when he graduated he wanted to be a United

States Marine because he loved their uniforms. He left for bootcamp the day after graduation and
didn't look back until retiring in 1987. While in the Corps, for five years a beautiful young girl
from Roley decided to start writing him letters to encourage him while away. They fell in love in

writing and got married October 8, 1966. A previously planned spring wedding turned into a fall
wedding due to the fact that he was leave for Vietnam the following month. He spent the first 15

months of their new marriage in Vietnam and by the grace of God he came home the very same
handsome young man that left his bride. Life was beautiful. In May of 1969 they had their "one
and only daughter" Lisa Gayle. He retired in May of 1987 as a decorated Marine with 26 years of

service to God, Country and the Marine Corp. That summer Ernest and Sheila moved to Indiana
to be closer to her sister and spend time closer to family. They spent the next 35 years in Indiana

until 2022 when they decided to move to Spring Hill, Fl to be closer to daughter and grandkids.

Obituary Ernest B Dunham
AUG  2 1, 19 41 -  NOV 3 0, 2 0 2 4

Ernest B Dunham
AUG  2 1 , 1 941  -  NOV  30 , 2 0 2 4

PAGE 3 OF 7



Ernest was truly among the few Valiant men that walk this earth with integrity, honesty, love for
country, God and family. He was dedicated and loved his girls and family until his final breath. He

was full of so much life that he would give away smiles and laughs to all who met him. In 1975, He
taught himself to paint and spent the rest of his life filling people's lives with color. He would give

away paintings to all who served him. He would work tirelessly, with joy and find so much
pleasure presenting his masterpieces to the most deserving friends and loved ones. He was an
artist through and through and filled everyone he met with joy and color. He was a devoted

husband of 58 years who didn't miss a day to tell his bride "Your beautiful" or "Isn't your mom the
most beautiful". He was the most fun-loving, funny human being you would ever meet who had a

knack of making everyone feel like they were the most important person in the room.

Ernest is a big life that will be truly missed here until we see him again in heaven.

Ernest is survived by:

His wife Sheila Dunham of Spring Hill, Fl
His daughter Lisa Caputo (Joe) of Spring Hill, Fl
His grandchildren Logan Caputo and Kaley Morrissey (Kyle) of Spring Hill, Fl

His great grandchildren Aiden and Amelia Morrissey
His brothers, Tommy Thomas (Mary) and Travis Dunham, both of Tennessee

His sisters, Jean Huddleston (Butch) of Tennessee, Lucille Johnson (Melvin) and Louise Stearman
(Wayne), both of Campbellsville, Ky.
In lieu of flowers please make a monetary donation to:

Responders First Wellness Program, Jesse Diaz-Franco 352-585-0626
Responders First
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funeral services

Christian Church in the Wildwood

10051 Country Rd, Weeki Wachee FL 34613

burial

Florida  National Cemetery

6502 SW 102 Ave, Bushnell FL 33513
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Friday,December 13, 2024

10:00 AM ET

Friday,December 13, 2024

1:00 PM ET
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JH John & Sharon Hickman sent a Crystal Cross Bouquet to the Dunham family.

December 12 at 11:53 AM

Anonymous sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Dunham family.

December 11 at 8:01 AM

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Ernest.

December 11 at 8:01 AM

TL Tammy Lafever  posted:

What a precious life he was. Always a sweetheart! I was always so proud the way he fought for

our country. I’m sure he and my dad had some hard times growing up, but there was always love

and that’s what matters most. He was so talented also with his paintings, for such I will always

treasure the ones he painted for me. So thankful he had the Lord in his life and he was his

protector throughout his Marine Service and the rest of life. He was truly blessed with a loving

wife and daughter and family for sure ! Till we meet again my sweet Uncle Ernest. Your Neice from

Tennessee , Tammy ❤️

December 4 at 4:37 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Ernest by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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